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Twenty-five hundred years ago, the ancient world was ruled by King Nebuchadnezzar of 
Babylon. Science was in its infancy. Pythagoras had yet to introduce the science of 
geometry. Most of Israel and Phoenicia had been conquered and assimilated into the 
Assyrian Empire.
Spain was an independent Phoenician kingdom. Western Europe was populated by 
uncivilized barbarians who had not yet developed either a common language or a 
written alphabet. Greece was not a nation, but a collection of city-states. The city of 
Rome had just been founded by Romulus and Remus, its history as a world empire yet 
unwritten. The Northern Kingdom of Israel had been dispersed throughout the Assyrian 
Empire, and its population was already known as the Ten Lost Tribes of Israel.
In ancient times, conquerors would secure their possession of conquered territory by 
uprooting the population and dispersing it elsewhere, replacing that population with 
similarly displaced persons from other conquered territories. Without a homeland to fight 
for, rebellions were rare.
The Southern Kingdom of Judea had fallen to Babylon's Nebuchadnezzar  Jerusalem 
had been sacked, the Temple destroyed and its treasures taken to Babylon as booty.
In keeping with the custom of conquest, Nebuchadnezzar ordered the cream of Judean 
society uprooted and displaced throughout the Babylonian Empire, as Sargon II had 
done with the Ten Lost Tribes three generations before.
That was the world as it was in the days of Hebrew prophets Daniel and Ezekiel. In their 
world, there was no such place on earth called 'Israel' and such a place had not existed 
in living memory. Neither was there an Israelite people. Of King David's Greater Israel, 
there remained only the remaining Jews of Judah -- and THAT kingdom appeared 
destined to follow the Ten Tribes into historical oblivion.
Daniel and Ezekiel were captives in Babylon where they remained for their entire lives. 
Yet both penned extraordinarily confident accounts of the revival of Israel in the last 
days -- ALL of Israel -- and on its traditional homeland with its traditional capital of 
Jerusalem restored.
Given their circumstances twenty-five hundred years ago, it was unthinkable. From 
Ezekiel and Daniel's day forward, Israel was never again a sovereign nation, but existed 
as a small province under the control of a succession of world empires, until it was 
seemingly finally destroyed by Rome in AD 70. For some sixty-two generations to come, 
there would be no place on earth called 'Israel'.
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Following the 1897 Zionist Conference held in Basle, Switzerland, devout Jews began 
packing up their belongings and fleeing the Jewish ghettos of Europe to return to the 
'Promised Land.' Instead of finding a land flowing with milk and honey, they found an 
unforgiving desert, utterly desolate and unyielding.
Twenty-eight years before, Mark Twain published his second book in 1869 under the 
ambitious title, "Innocents Abroad Or, the New Pilgrim's Progress".
The book began as a series of travel letters written mainly for the "Alta California", a 
San Francisco paper that sponsored MT's participation in the Quaker City trip to Europe 
and the Holy Land in 1867. Revising the letters into a book was suggested by Elisha 
Bliss, who published "Innocents" as a subscription book on July 20th, 1869.
"Capernaum," Twain wrote, "is a shapeless ruin; Magdala is the home of beggared 
Arabs; Bethsaida and Chorazin have vanished from the earth, and the "desert places" 
round about them where thousands of men once listened to the Savior's voice and ate 
the miraculous bread, sleep in the hush of a solitude that is inhabited only by birds of 
prey and skulking foxes."
"Palestine is desolate and unlovely. And why should it be otherwise? Can the curse of 
the Deity beautify a land?"
"Palestine is no more of this work-day world. It is sacred to poetry and tradition -- it is 
dream-land."
Such was the Palestine that greeted the early Jewish Zionist pioneers. Within a matter 
of decades, the Palestinian deserts began to respond to the touch of the people. Jewish 
communal farms began yielding produce from land that had produced nothing but rocks 
for two thousand years. The agricultural transformation caused a shift in regional 
weather patterns, increasing annual rainfall.
Twenty-five hundred years ago, from his position as a Babylonian captive, Ezekiel said 
of restored Israel:
"And the desolate land shall be tilled, whereas it lay desolate in the sight of all that 
passed by. And they shall say, This land that was desolate is become like the garden of 
Eden; and the waste and desolate and ruined cities are become fenced, and are 
inhabited."
On the day before Israel declared her independence in May, 1948, according to the 
memoirs of Israeli Founding Father Abba Eban, the new state had yet to be named. 
Eban wrote in his book, "Personal Witness";
“In accordance with our plan, a letter from [Chaim] Weizmann to [President] Truman had 
been sent on May 13 asking him to recognize our new state. The expected infant state 
was still nameless, since the Zionist leaders were still characteristically, arguing over the 
name (should it be “Judea.” “Zion,” what about the name “Israel”?). Weizmann, for the 
first time in history, was asking for a nameless state to be recognized.... "
Two and a half millennia before, Ezekiel wrote: "Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will 
take the children of Israel from among the heathen, whither they be gone, and will 
gather them on every side, and bring them into their own land: And I will make them one 
nation in the land UPON THE MOUNTAINS OF ISRAEL. . ." (Ezekiel 37:22)
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On May 14, 1948, for the first time since Ezekiel confidently predicted the existence of 
Israel among the nations of the earth, Israel raised its flag over the independent State of 
Israel.
Think of just how astonishing this all is. Here is a guy who witnessed the destruction of 
the last remaining outpost of David's Israel, who has been relocated along with 
uncounted fellow citizens in a foreign land.
From that captivity, he not only outlines the future history of the Jewish people, but also 
their restoration in the 'latter days'.
Not as 'Judea', or 'Judah' or 'Zion' or any other variation, but as "Israel". And not just 
anywhere, but "on the mountains of Israel."
We'll continue with our reexamination of the Big Picture in the next report in this series.

REFOCUSING THE BIG PICTURE - PART ONE 3


